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Introduction to Atlantic Highly Migratory Spe¢#sSManagement

This guide is intended to provide a plain language summary of how to comply

with Federal regulations for AtlantldMS (tunas, swordfish, sharks, and
billfishes). Atlantic HMS within the U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and
Caribbeanare managed by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA
Fisheries) under the authority of the Secretary of Commerce.

HMS fisheries are managed under the 2006 Consolidated Atlantic FidhSry
Management Plan (FMP) and its amendmeN©AA Fisheries recently
updated and amended severtihe implementingegulationgor the 2006
ConsolidatedHMS FMP. Regulatory changes includmut are not limited tp
the following sections:

VL. All HMS recreational permit holders are only allowed to retain
male shortfin mako sharks that measure at least 71 inches fork
length (FL) (180 cm FL) and female shortfin mako sharks that
measure at least 83 inches FL (210 cm FL).

VI. Recreational permit holdas, who also hold a shark limited
access permit, are allowed to land shortfin mako sharks under
the recreational size limits, retention limits, and gear
restrictions. Such shortfin mako sharks cannot be sold and no
sharks may be sold that were caught by gessel with an HMS
Angling permit.

VI. In addition to the shark endorsement requirementall HMS
permitted vessels will be required to use nooffset, non
stainless steel circle hooks when fishing for sharks
recreationally, except when fishing withflies or artificial lures.
Any shark caught on a hook other than a noroffset, non
stainless steel circle hook must be released unless caught using
flies or artificial lures.

VII. Bigeye and/or yellowfin tuna carcasses that have been
damaged (i.e., bitte) by a shark or another marine species,
may be retained and landed if the remainder of the fish meets
the minimum size of 27 inches (69 cm). No tissue may be cut
away from or other alterations made to the damaged areas of
the fish. These provisions do noapply to bluefin tuna.

Fishery rules change frequentlZheckhttps://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic
highly-migratoryspecies/atlaic-hmsfishery-complianceguidesto be sure you
have the most recent version of this guittds your responsibility to be
familiar with the latest regulatory updates and to comply with the current offi
regulations.

To stay upto-date with HMS reglations, sign up foAtlantic HMS News at
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/lUSNOAAFISHERIES/subscriber/ne
topic_id=USNOAAFISHERIES 18

tial
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All Atlantic HMS that are caugHhiut not kepimust be released immediatety
improve their chances of survivaithout removinghemfrom the water
Fishing techniques ahgear modifications are summarized in theeful
handling and release brochure
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreantieducation/carefutatch
andreleasebrochure

Endnotes(* 2 3etc.) are in the final @pter of this guide and refer to the

locations of the regulations in the Code of Federal RegulafoRR) (Title 50,
Wildlife and Fisheries).



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreach-and-education/careful-catch-and-release-brochure
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreach-and-education/careful-catch-and-release-brochure

VII.
VIII.

XI.
XII.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PERMITS and ENDORSEMENTS............ccooieeeee 4
GEARS . ...t e 5.
CLOSED AREAS. ... e 6
BILLFISHES. ...t 9
SWORDFISH.....oooi e 12
SHARKS...... e 15
TUNAS s 20
CHARTER/HEBDATS.....ooiiiiiiieiiiiiteee e 24
TOURNAMENITS......cooiimmme e 28
NATIONAL SALTWATER ANGLER REGISTRY.....29
CONTACTS. .. meeeen s 31

Citations in the Electronic Code of Federal Regulat®fs

This guide replaces and supersedkprevious guides and complies with section 212 of the Sm

Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act. For a comprehensive list of updated Atlantic

regulations, please refer to the electronic Code of Federal Regsldtitps://go.usa.gov/xUKDH

If there is a discrepancy between this document and the regulations in the Code of Fedetr

Regulations, the regulations take precedence
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. PERMIT&nd ENDORSEMENTS

To fish recreatinallyin federal wateror anyauthorizedAtlantic tunas,
swordfish, billfishes, and sharkand withinthe waters oftlantic coastal states
for tunas(excluding Maine, Connecticut, and Mississipiiessel owners must
have a valid federal fishingermit for their vessel. The type of permit depend
on the fish species, fishing gear, and fishing trip. fbuetypes or categories)
of permits that can be used to recreationally fish for Atlantic HMS are HMS
Angling, HMS Charter/Headboat, Atlantic ias General categqrgnd
Swordfish General Commercial perniitach permits issued tavessel owner
for a specific vesselAll passengers onboard a vessel witralid HMS permit
may recreationally fish for Atlantic HM8nderspecified terms andondifons
Please refer to each species section for specific species and gear restriaion
fish for sharks recreationally, permit holders needpply for and receiva

shark endorsemenn their permitt This requirement was implemented in
Amendment 5bn 2017. Additionally, vessels issued a Charter/Headboat pern
need acommercial endorsemetat sell HMS® Vessels without the endorsemen
will be considered "recreationadind thosevith theendorsement will be
considered commercidl and will need to follow U.S. Coast Guard regulations
for commercial vessels.

Buy or Renew an HMSOpen-AccessPermit:
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov
(888) 8728862

HMS Angling Strictly for recreation_al fishi.ng (i.eno salg.) A
shark endorsement is required the permito fish
for sharks®

HMS Required for vessels taking fbire passengers

Charter/Headboat recreational fishing for Atlantic HMSA commercial
sale endorsement is required to sell any HMS.
shark endorsement is required the permito fish
recreationally for sharksSee SectiowIll for
detailed information.

Atlantic Tunas Commercial fishing permit for Atlantic tundlsatcan
alsobe used for fishing recreationally for all HMS
only when participatingri a registered HMS
tournament A shark endorsemeph the permits
required to fish recreationally for sharks during
registered HMS tournament&ee SectiohX for
more information.

General category

Swodfish General Commercial fishing permit for Atlantic swordfish

Commercial thatcanalsobe used for fishing recreationally for al
HMS only when participating in a registered HMS
tournament under certain restrictioché shark

nit
[
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endorsemenn the permits required to fish
recreationally for sharks during registered HMS
tournamentsSee Section¥ andIX for more
information.

Only one of these four permits can be issued to a vesin a calendar year,
except theallowable combination of an Atlantic Tunas General category
permit and a Swordfish General Commercial permit Permit holders may
only change permit category within 45 days of the permit issuance date, as |
as no fish were landed in that time periéd.

Where do the Federal regulations apply®
Federal recreational fishing regulations apply in federal watersmitite high
seas, and may apply to recreational fishing in state waters. Anglers possess

federal HMS fishing permit who are fishing in state waters must follow federal

regulations for HMSn those watersunless the state regulations are more
restrictive, in which case the state regulations apginglers who are planning
on fishing in state waters should be familiar with the state regulations for
specific species and situations. A list of state agency contacts is in Séction

. GEARS-

Each HMS permit allows the use of certain fishing gears, depending on: 1) th
of permit and 2) the fish species. Please see each species section for fishing
rules. The following gears are authorized for recreational HMS fishing:

Bandit gear A vertical hook and line gear with rods attached to the vessel wl
in use. Manual, electric, or hydraulic reels may be used to retrie
lines.

Rod and A handheld fishing rod with a manually or electronically operate
reel reel attached.

Handline A mainline with no more than two gangions or hooks attached.
Must be retrieved by hand, not by mechanical means, and must
attached to, or in contact with, a vdsse

Speargun A musclepowered speargun equipped with a trigger mechanism
spear with a tip designed to penetrate and retain fish, and termi
gear. Terminal gear may include, but is not limited to, trailing lir
reels, and floapsweredhspearm
Sspeargun that stores potent.
muscles, and that releases only the amount of energy that the
operator has provided to it from his or her own muscles. The
operator must be physically in the watdrem using this gear, and
may freedive, use SCUBA, or other underwater breathing de¥Ac

Greenstick An actively trolled mainline attached to a vessel and elevated ol
suspended above the surface of the water with no more than 1(
hooks or gangionattached to the mainline. The suspended line,
attached gangions and/or hooks, and catch may be retrieved

ong

3ing a
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collectively by hand or mechanical means. Greenstick does nof
constitute a pelagic longline or bottom longline.

Secondary ( a. k. a. edrs) may bepused only gt boatside to aid and

gears assist in subduing, or bringing onboard, Atlantic HMS that have
been caught or captured using primary gears authorized for
recreational HMS fishing. Examples: dart harpoons, gaffs, and
ropes. Secatary gears may not be used to capture, or attempt t
capture, freeswimming or undersized HMS.

HOOK TYPES

Circle hook A hook originally designed and manufactured so that the poir
the hook turns perpendicularly back toward the shank of the t
to form a generally circular or oval shape.

Offset circle A circle hook originally designed and manufactured so that th

hook barbed end of the hook is displaced relative to the parallel ple
of the eyeeend, or shank, of the hook when laid on its side.

J-hook Although not defined in federal regulationdyadoks are fishing
hooks that are generally sh

the definition of a circle hook.
FISHING TECHNIQUES

Surface A fishing technique where the lines trbghind a vessel which is

trollings in constant motion at speeds in excess of four knots with a vi
wake. Such trolling may not involve the use of down riggers,
wire lines, planers, or similar devices.

Downriggéef A piece of equipment attached to a vessellthata weight on a
cable that is attached to heakdline gear to maintain lures or
bait at depth while trolling. Downriggers may be used with th:
authorized recreational hook and line gears including bandit,
and reel, handline, and greenstick gear.

. CLOSED AREAS

An angler on an Atlantic HM®ermitted vessel may fish recreationally for
Atlantic HMS infederal waters, except in areas closed to fishing. A descripti
of these areas is belpfollowed by a map

The Tortugas Marine The Tortugs North area is bounded by 240 6 O
Reserve¥ N.l at., 83A06 04060000, N.
Fishing forany species anc 83A0606000 W. O. d ON'I.g .0;0a62.4
anchoring by fishing in W. long.; thence along the line denoting the
vessels is prohibited year S €award [ imit of Flori
24A3306000 N. lat., 83/
N. lat., 83A05%d0a@ad WN.




83096000 W.33l@dn N.. ; 0 ha &

W. long.
MadisorSwanson and The coordinates for the Madis@wanson closed
Steamboat Lumps Closed areaare:2Z4 76 N.°50é&at W, °B8 0
Areagds lat., 853806 W. °D66HgN;°3Bat W,
Surface trolling is allowed 10ng;29066 N.°5Dat W, Bb&ng.
from May-Octoker, but coordinates for the Steamboat Lumps closed are
f|Sh|ng by any Other are: 281 4 6 N . °4 B é t W, OB 4 ﬁ g N )
method is prohibited year 84370 W. D86 gN;°3EZ8&t W,
round 280030 N.°4BatW, Bdng.

Edges 40 Fathom Contour The Edges 40 Fathom Contour closed area is
Closed Ared bounded by straight lines connecting the followir
This area is closed to all coordinates: 2% 16 N.°1 64t W, BS
HMS fishing gears from 28°5 1 6latN8504 6 W. l°aag. N.
January April. Open to 84426 W. |°4Adag§g. N.6b8éapg 8,
HMS fishing May

December.

Gulf of Mexico Bluefin Téha

Anglers may not target bluefin tua& any timan the Gulf of Mexico. This area
is bluefin tuna spawning grounds. HoweudMS Angling or HMS
Charter/ Headboat permit hol ders ma
vessel per year from the Gulf of Mexjdbit is caught incidentally while
targeting other specieandprovided theit r o p h y osubguatainethee Gulfy
of Mexicois available at the time of harvest (see Secdti.2!

South Atlantic Swordfish (South df\Blatitude)
Recreationahnglers may not fish for or land swordfish south oN5fatitude22

Other Marine Protected Areas

There are a number of marine protected areas (MPAs) throughout U.S. water
may restrict recreational fishing activities. For more information, pleaste vi
http://marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/
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V. BILLFISHS

ANATOMY AND MEASUREMBEMNTLANTIC BILLFIBS

Caudal keels o 1stDorsal fin

Upper bill
Caudal —»

7

Lower

Anal fin Anus jaw

Pelvic fins Pectoral
fin

Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL)

LJFL measurementi means the straighine measurement from the anterior
tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the caudal fin.

IDENTIFICATION OF ATLANTIC BIIEFISH

¥

1st Dorsal fin » Sailfish
height at mid-
body more than i
body depth Ty ., Blue
,‘%_’ Analfin triangular marlin
-~ (pointed)
—>|
1st Dorsal fin
5 in fi 3
pointed in front @ Longblll
Anal fin rounded

>@; (club-shaped) spearfish
1st Dorsal fin | —| s

height at mid- 7 \

body less than » White

bOdy depth Distance from anus to i
marlin
Aﬁ anal fin less than half
L | height of anal .ﬁn
1st Dorsal fin
rounded in front] \
’ . » Roundscale
e Spalba ey spearfish
height of anal fin




AUTHORIZED SPECHES
Blue marlin| White marlin| Roundscale spearfigtsailfish

PROHIBITED SPECIES
Longbill spearfish

PERMITS AND GEARS
Permits Geabs
1. HMS Anglif§OR
2. HMSCharter/HeadbBaOR
3. Atlantic Tunas General cat&gofgSwordfish General Rod and reel
CommercrIONLYif participating in a registered Atlantic
tournament.

Billfish tournament anglers fishing with natural bait (or natural/artifib&it
combinaion) must use nopffset circle hooks. -Blooksand offset circle hooks
may onl be used with artificial lure¥.

SIZE/BAG LIMITS AND SEASONS

Species Minimum Size Bag Limit Season
(LIFL3
Blue marlkn 990 No limit** | Jan.Ti Dec. 31
White marlin* 660 Nolimit** Jan.1 Dec. 31
Roundscale spearfis 660 No limit**  Jan.I' Dec. 31
Sailfish 630 No limtt Jan.Ti Dec. 31

* There is an annual U.S. landings limit of 250 Atlantic blue marlin, white
marlin, and roundsde spearfish (combined).ahdingsupdates and seasonal
closuresare posteat https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantighly-migratory
species/atlantitighly-migratoryspeciedandingsupdates?

** Bill fish cannot be retained if a hammerhead or oceanic whitetip shark is
already on board or has been offloaded from the vessel.

LANDNGS RESTRICTIGNS
Billfish may be gutted at sea, but must be landed whole with head, fins, and
intact.

NOAA Fisheries strongly encourages the live release ofdsillfish
An Atlantic billfish that is caught but not kept must be released immediately
without removing it from the watdéo improve its chances of survivil

Some tips for safe handling and release of billfishes:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/lhms/compliance/guides/cc_brochure_web.pdf
1. Do not remove the fish from the water, even for a picture.
2. Use circle hooks and dehooking devices that hook the fish in the jaw

bill

or
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corner of the mouth, making it easierémove the hook and less
harmful to the fish.

3. Use heavier tackle to reduce the
and depleted of energy, which could add stress and contribute to death.

A vessel that has been issued an Atlantic Tunas General cateddmprdfish
General Commerciglermit mayuse that permito fish recreationally for
Atlantic billfish during a registered Atlantic HMS tourname®iMS Angling
categoryregulationgfor Atlantic billfish apply,includingthose addressing
authorized gearsechniques, and size limitsr billfish caught under either
permit

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
1 Anglers must report all recreational billfish landings
0 Anglers in Maryland and North Carolina must report at a stptgated
reporting station (state contact information is in Secxbn
o All other anglers must repoid NMFS within 24 hoursia one of the
following methods: online dtttps://hmspermits.noaa.gosall (800)
8945528, or us¢he HMS Catch Reporting Appro obtain the HMS
Catch Reporting App, go to hmspermits.noaa.gtiek on "Fish
Reporting" or "Mobile app downlodd
o If the angler enters (repojta billfishin a registered HMS tournament,
the tournament operator must report that fidHist of regigered
tournaments is available lattps://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic
highly-migratory-species/atlantitighly-migratoryspecies
tournaments
1 The Large Pelagic Survey (LPS) or Marine Recreational Information
Program (MRIP, formerly MRFSS) may survey anglers at the,dnck
phone or by mail®® If contacted, anglers are required to participate in theise
surveys however participation does not fulfill reporting obligations and
vessel owners/operators must still report all billfish as described above

RESTRICTED ARBAS

1 Tortugas Marine Reserves (closed yearnd)

1 Madison Swanson and Steamboat Lumps closed areas (cl@sadyed
except forsurface trolling allowed Ma{Dctober)

1 Edges 40 Fathom Contour closed area (closed JaAymity
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V. SWORDFISH
ANATOMWEASUREMENMND IDENTIFICATIONSWORDFISH

Differences between swordfish and billfish araderlined

Single
Caudal keel

1st Dorsal fin
2nd Dorsal fin r'd

Upper bill

: flat
Caudal —> Cleithrum to Caudal Keel (CK)
fin
No
Pelvic fins Lower
Anal fin Anus oy

Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL)

LJFL measurementi straightline measurementsal if the head is naturally
attachedCK measurementi measurement along the curved body contat
if the head is removed/not naturally attachediNaturally attachedlmeanghe
whole head is still fully attached to the carcass; the bill may be renupvexl
the tip of the lower jaw.

AUTHORIZED SPECIES
North Atlantic Swordfish (North of &N. lat.)

PERMITS AND GEARS

Permits Geap®

1. HMS Anglif§OR

2. HMSCharter/Headbda©R Handline and
3. Swordfish General Comm&@iRAtlantic dhasGenera# Rod and reel

ONLYif participating in a registered Atlantic HMS tournam




SIZE/BAG LIMITS AND SEASONS

Minimum
Permits Size4 Bag Limitc Season
HMS Anglif@RSwordfish
General Commer&d 1 per person, up to
Atlantic Tunas General catéo! per vessel per trip
aregistered HMS tournament) 470 L .
1 per paying Jan. t

Charter Vessels or passenger, upto 6 pec. 31
HMS Charte 250 C K Pervessel per trip
Headboat 1 per pay|ng

Headboat Vesse passenger, up to 1¢

per vessel per trip

LANDING RESTRICTIONS
Swordfish may be headed and gutted, but may not be cut into piecest sea

If a swordfishcarcass has been bitten bgteark, the remaindef the fish must
still meet the minimum LJFL or Cikheasuremerft’

A vessel that has been issueSweordfishGeneralCommercialpermit may fish
recreationally foswordfishduring a registered Atlantic HMS tournament;
however,Swordfish General Commercigdgulations, includingegional
retention limits and other requirememgply (see the HMS Commercial
Compliance Guide?®

A swordfish that is caught but not kept must be released immediatiehprove
its chances of survivalithout removing it from the ater®

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

1 Anglers must report all recreational swordfish landings.
o0 Anglers in Maryland and North Carolina must report at a stptgated
reporting station (state contact information is in Seckon
o0 All other anglers must report to NMFS within 24 howia one of the
following methodspnline athttps://hmspermits.noaa.gosall (800)
8945528 or ue the HMS Catch Reporting Appro obtain the HMS
Catch Reporting App, go to hmspermits.noaa.gtiek on "Fish
Reporting" or "Mobile app downlodd
o If the angler enters (reports) a swordfish in a registered HMS
tournament, the tournament operator must report that fish. A list of
registered tournaments is available at
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlartighly-migratory
species/atlantitighly-migratoryspeciegournaments
1 The Large Pelagic Survey (LPS) or Marine Recreational Information
Program (MRIP, formerfIRFSS) may survey anglers at the ddmk
phone or by mail® If contacted, anglers are required to participate in the

o 13 vy
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surveys; however, participation does not fulfill reporting obligations and
vessel owners/operators must still report all swordfistiegsribed above.

RESTRICTED AREAS

1 Tortugas Marine Reserves (closed yearnd)

1 Madison Swanson and Steamboat Lumps closed areas (closedwyedr
except forsurface trolling allowed Ma{Dctober)

Edges 40 Fathom Contour closed area (closed Jayoaity

1l
1 South of 8 N latitude (closed yeaoundf?

o 14 vy




VI. SHARIS
ANATOMY OF A SHARK

1st Dorsal fin

Interdorsal Ridge
location 2nd Dorsal fin

Snout

Caudal fin

Caudal keel
location

Pelvic fin

Z-line location
Pectoral fin

Fork Length (FL)
Straight line measurement

Fork length®* - Refers to thestraight line measurementof afish from the
midpoint of the anterior edge of the fish to the fork of the caudal fin.

IDENTIFICATION OF RIDGEBACK SHARKS
Interdorsal
/ ridge

Predorsal ridge

IDENTIFICATION OF HAMMERBHABKS

Indent No Indent
Bonnethead  Scalloped Smooth Great
hammerhead hammerhead hammerhead

Sharks can be difficult to identify, even for experf@ makesure you do not
accidentally retain a prohibited species, release any sharks you are not sure| you
can identify correctly If the shark has an interdorsal ridgeridge of skin on
the back between the two dorsal finkere it a good chance it is a prhoited
species and you should release it.

Rememberl f y ou d o n &.tForkeipawnith, shatk &éntification,g o
download the Recreational Atlantic HMS Shark ID Placard
(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreanteducation/shark

3 2 d 15 e
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identificationrplacard), the Prohibited Shark ID Placard

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreantteducation/prohibited
sharkidentificationplacard or contact the Atlantic HMS Management Division
at 301427-8503 to request a waterproof hard copy of the placard.

AUTHORIZED SPECtHE®@tention allowed)

Large Coastal Sharks (LCS) Small Coastal Pelagic Smoothhound
(nonridgeback CS& tiger) Sharks (SCS) Sharks Sharkg*+
Blacktip Lemon Atlantic Blue Smooth dogfist
Bull Nurse  sharpnose Oceanic Florida
Hammerhead, great  Spinner Blacknose whitetip+ smoothhound
Hammerhead, scalldpeTiget = Bonnethead Porbeagt®* = Gulf smoothhot
Hammerhead, smdoth Finetooth Shortfin mak

Thresher

+ Ridgeback sharks that have an interdorsal ridge, or visible line of raisetetkireen
theirdorsal fins.

* Anglers cannot possess these sharks while in possession of tunas, billfish or sW®rdfish.

** Smoothhound sharks are the oalythorizedspecies with both a predorsal and an
interdorsal ridge.

*** Porbeagle sharks caught alive must be redelasnharmed if swordfish, tunas, or
billfish are retained, possessed, or offloaded from the vessel during tifat trip.

PROHIBITED SPECHRust be released)

Atlantic angel Caribbean reef Night Sixgill
Basking Caribbean sharpnose  Sandbar Smalltail
Bigeye sand tiger Dusky Sand tiger  Whale
Bigeye sixgill Galapagas Sevengill White*
Bigeye thresher Longfin mako Silky

Bignose Narrowtooth

* A person may fish for white sharks with rod and reel, but must release the fish
immediately, with minimal injuryandwithout removing it from the waté?.

+ Ridgeback sharks that have an interdorsal ridge, or visible line of raisdueskieen
their dorsal fins.

PERMITENDORSEMENABID GEARS
Permis and Endorsemerits Geaf!
To fishrecreationallgr sharks, sharkendorsemeninust be hetth one o
the following permits

1. HMS AnglifgOR ;"]"g‘ggg
2. HMS Charter/Headi8 &R
and reel

3. Atlantic Tunas General cat&#goRSwordfish General Comme@rcie
ONLYf participating imemistereAtlantic HMS tournament.



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreach-and-education/shark-identification-placard
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreach-and-education/prohibited-shark-identification-placard
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/outreach-and-education/prohibited-shark-identification-placard

SIZE/BAG LIMITS AND SEASONS
Minimum  TripBag

Permits Species Sizés(R) Limit*67 | Season
Atlantic sharpnose None 1 per persol
Bonnethead None 1 per persol
HMS Angling, Smoothhound Sharks None None
Charter/Headboat, Hammerheads (Great, .
Atlantic Tunas Gene Smooth’ and Sca”ope( 780 Jan.
Categoryor Males at Dec. 31
oo Shortinmakos | e85 { Lpervesse
| eas
All other sharks 540

* Only if participatingin a registered HMS tournament.

** For example, if there are 3 passengers tiipathevessel may retain up to 3 Atlantic
sharpnose, Bonnethead, and 1 hammerheadther sharK7 sharkdotal). Any number
of smoothhound sharks may also be retainé@hammerhead shark is retained, no
tunas, billfish, or swordfish majge retained.

*** See above for authorized and prohibited species.
**+*  See below for shortfin mako minimum size limit requirements.

SHORTFIN MAKO MINIMUM SIZESLIMIT

All HMS recreational permit holders are only allowed to retain male shortfin mako
sharks that measure at least 71 inches fork length (FL) (180 cm FL) and female shor
mako sharks that measure at least 83 inches fork length (FL) (210 cm FL). Male shg
arethe e shar ks that have fAclaspers, 0 see
claspers.

Fork Lengt Straight Line Measurement

SHARK ENDORSEMENT

All HMS permit holders that recreationally fish for, retain, possess, or land
sharksare required to obtain a shark endorsemarhe permitwhich requires
completing an onlinshark identification and fishing ratation training course
and quiz. Permit holders can take the quiz at any time during the fishing yea
but the vessel(s) may not leate dock on a trighat will include fishing for

tfin
rks
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sharks unless a new or revised permit with a shark endorsement has been issued
for the vessel. If requested by the vessel owner, the shark endorsement may be
removed from the permit at any time; removal of the shark endorsement means
sharkscanno longetrbe fished for, retained, or landed by person(s) aboard that
vessel.

All HMS permits, includinghose withshark endorsemesntare vessebased
permits that authorize all individuals fishing on the permitted vessel to fish fg
retain, possess, and landesjes under that permit. Anglers that wish to fish fof
other HMS (billfish, tuna, swordfish) are not required to obtain a shark

endorsement if they do not intend to fish $biarksor harvesthe sharks they
catch incidentally. HMS permit holders withaushark endorsement that

incidentally hook a shark while fishing for other species are required to release
the sharkmmediatelywithout removing it from the water.

=

CIRCLE HOOK REQUIREMENT FOR SHARKS

As of March 3, 2018HMS recreational permit holderisfiing recreationally for
sharks on a vessel with therpits listed above must use noffset, non
stainkss steel circle hooks excepten fishing with flies or artificial lures
Circle hooks are required for any line that is targeting sharks, anchthise
determined by the angler on a libg-line basis. Any shark caught on a hook
other than a nonffset, nonstainless steel circle hook must be released unless
caught using flies or artificidures

LANDING RESTRICTIONS

All sharks must be landedtact with the head, tail, and all fins naturally
attached. The shark may be gutted and ateskge.g., by making an incision
at the base of the tail} fiNaturally attachedimeans attached to the shark
carcass by at least some portion of uncut $kin.

If an Atlantic shark is caught but not kept, it must be released immediately tg
improve its chances of survival without removing it from the wéter.

As of March 3, 2018, permit holders who hold an HMS Angling, HMS
Charter/Headboat, Atlantic Tunas Genexatiegory or Swordfish General
Commercial permit and also hold a shark limited access permit, are allowed |to
land shortfin mako sharks under the recreational size limits, retention limits, and
gear restrictions. Such shortfin mako sharks cannot be soldoestthrks may be
sold that were caught by a vessel with an HMS Angling pefmitvessel that
has been issued an Atlantic Tunas General categddyordfish General
Commerciapermitwith a shark endorsememtay fish recreationally for Atlantic
sharksduring a registered Atlantic HMS tournamefiMS Anglingcategory
regulationgor Atlantic sharks applyincludingthose addressinguthorized
gears, techniquebag limitsand size limits.

If any of these permit holders also hold a shark limited accenrstpthey are
allowed to land shortfin mako sharks under the recreational size limits, retention
limits, and gear restrictions. Such shortfin mako sharks cannot heandldo




sharks may be sold that were caught by a vessel with an HMS Angling perm

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

1 The Large Pelagic Survey (LPS) or Marine Recreational Information
Program (MRIP, formerly MRFSS) may survey anglers at the,dnck
phone or by mail”” If contacted, anglers are required to participate ir
these surveys.

1 Anglers in Mayland must report all recreational shark landjrayxd
anglers in North Carolina must report some pelagic shark spaties,
stateoperated reporting station (state contact information is in Sectig
XI).

RESTRICTED AREAS
9 Tortugas Marine Reserves (closed yearmd)
I Madison Swanson and Steamboat Lumps closed areas (closed yea
round;except forsurface trollingallowed MayOctober)
1 Edges 40 Fathom Contour closaea (closed JanuaApril)

it.



VIl. TUNAS

ANATOMY OF ATLANTIC TUNAS

Caudal 2nd dorsal fin Diagonal 1st

keel " stripes 4 dorsal fin
| .\\““\\\\\

Dorsal (upper)

‘ Pectoral fin
\ finlets |

(dorsal
L insertion)

Caudal fin i
(tail) fork — =3

; Ventral(ldwer)
finlets
Horlzontal

Anélfln stripes Chest
J Pelvic fin

Dot and line pattern on spots
Yellowfin tuna

—Pectoral Fin Curved Fork Length (PFCFL)

Curved Fork Length (CFL)
CFL measurementi use if the head is attach€dCFL is measured from the tip of the upper jaw,
tracing the contour (i.e., curve) of the body along the dorsal insertion of the pectoral fin and dor
side of the caudal keel to the fork of the #aIPFCFL measurementi use if head is removefdom
bluefin tuna PFCFL is measured from the dorsal insertion of the pectoral fin, tracing the contou
the body along the outer surface of the petin to the fork of the taftt

IDENTIFICATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS

Pectoral fin
reaches beyond —» Albacore
anal fin base

Pectoral fin does

Pectoral fin reaches

ohel dorsalfin not reach beyond —¥ Blackfin tuna
— anal fin base
entral finle 4 H H . "
cllvererdark 9-12 diagonal stripes _» Atlantic bonito

] on upper sides
@ 4-6 horizontal o
stripes on lower — Skipjack
Pectoral fin does not sides

reach 2nd dorsal fin 4-8 dark chest

—» Little tunny
spots

Pectoral fin extends
beyond origin of 2nd Yellowfin
dorsal fin. Pattern of ™ tuna

alternating light lines
Pectoral fin reaches and dots on belly region
2nd dorsal fin

Pectoral fin only
reaches origin of

Ventral finlets 2nd dorsal fin. No —» Bigeye tuna
yellow % dot and line pattern
on belly region

Pectoral fin does not » Bluefin tuna
reach 2nd dorsal fin

This guide covers regulations for the tuna species that are underlined.
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AUTHORIZED SPECIES
Bigeye, Albacore, Yellotin, and Skipjack (BAYS) tunakBluefin tuna

PERMITS AND GEARS

Species

BAYS and
Bluefin
tuna

BAYSunas
only

Geaf? Permitg3
1. HMS Charter/HeadloBt
Bandit 2. Atlantic Tunas General catétyvif participating in
registered Atlantic HMS tournament.
1. HMS Anglin@R
Handline 2. HMS Charter/HeadbQeR,
and Rod 3. Atlantic Tunas General catégi@Bwordfish General
and reel Commerci@NLYf participating in a registered Atle
HMS tournament.
1. HMS Charter/HeadlORt
Greensticl 2. Atlantic Tunas General cat€ybyif participating in
registered Atlantic HMS tournament.
, 1. HMS Angli@R
Speargun 2. HMS Charter/Headboat

*Only free-swimming BAY'S tunas; not those restricted by fishing lines or other nféan

SIZE/BAG LIMITS AND SEASONS

Species

Albacore
Bigeye

Skipjack

Yellowfin

Bluefin

MinimunSize (CFB¥®¢ Bag Lim#’ Season
None None
270 None
None None Jan. 1

Dec. 31
3 per person per daggardless

of the length of a trip, no mort

270 than 3 yellowfin tuna per pers
may be possessed on board i
vessel.
270 t o | e Bluefintuna retention limits m
School change throughout the seaso

Call (8883728862 or (9728t Jan. 1

470 to | e gg0o0rvisit Dec. 31

Large schoof
Small medium

7 3obgreater
LargemediunorGiant

https://hmspermits.noaafgov = (or when
current limits. guota is
1 per vessel met)
see pagé€&rror! Bookmark not
definedfor trophy regions

D.

21


https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/

LANDING RESTRICTIONS

All Atlantic tunas may be landed round with fins intact, or eviscerated with th

e
head removed, as long as the fish remains within the specified minimum size
d

(described belowand bothlie tail and at least one pectoral fin remain attache
through landingall other fins may be removid® The upper and lower lobes

of the tuna tail may be removed for storage purposes as long as the fork of the

tail remains inact (see tail trimming}®

If a bigeye and/or yellowfin tuna carcass has been damaged (i.e., bitten) by

18

shark or another marine species, it may be retained and landed but the remaindel

of the fish must still meet the minimum size of 27 inches (69 cm) Q¥..
tissue may be cut away from or other alterations made to the damaged area
the fish

of

A vessel that has been issued an Atlantic Tunas General category permit may be

used to fish recreationally for Atlantic tunas during a registered Atlantic HMS
tournamentapplying theGeneral category regulations, including authorized
gears, techniques, and size limits (see the HMS Commercial Compliance
Guide)?! Bluefin tuna less than B3nay not be retained aboard Atlantic Tunag
General category permitted vels

A vessel that has been issumdy a SwordfishGeneralCommerciapermit may
fish recreationally foAtlantic tunasduring a registered Atlantic HMS
tournament; howeveHMS Angling category regulatiorfer Atlantic tunas
includingthose addressinguthorized gears, techniques, and size liagisly >3

Any Atlantic tuna that is caught but not kept must be released immediately t(
improve its chances of survival without removing it from the wéter.

Tunas with heads removed

Bluefin tuna must be at least 20 inches (51 cm) pectoral fin curved fork
length (PFCFL) if the head is remov&dMultiplying the PFCFL by 1.35
gives the CFL (200 ®FCFL I 1.35

Bigeye and yellowfin tunamust be at least 27 inches (69 cm) from the
forward elge of the cut to the fork of the tail (see image below) if the hea
is removed”’

Tail trimming

D
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